1 5 2 Experiments in Electricity, 

i. May not air, fuddenly rarefied, give electrical fire to 
and air fuddenly condenfed, receive eledrical fire from* 
clouds and vapours paffing through it ? 

. 2 ’ Is not the aurora borealis, the flafhing of eledrical 
fire from pofitive, towards negative clouds at a great 
iftance, through the upper part of the atmofphere, where 
the refiftance is leaft ? 


APPENDIX. 


A S Mr Franklin , in a former letter to Mr Collin- 
fon, mentioned his intending to try the power 
of a very ftrong electrical fhock upon a turkey, 
that gentleman accordingly has been fo very obliging as to 
fend an account of it, which is to the following purpofe. 

He made firlt -feve r al experiments on fowls, and found, 
that two large thin glafs jars gilt, holding each about fix 
gallons, and fuch as I mentioned I had employed in the' 
laft paper I laid before you on this fubjeCt, were fufficient, 
when fully charged, to kill common hens outright ; but 
the turkeys, though thrown into violent convulfions, and 
then, lying as dead for fome minutes, would recover in 
iefs than a quarter of an hour. However, having added 
three other fuch to the former two, though not fully 
charged, he killed a turkey of about ten pou nds weight, 
and believes that they would have killed a much larger. 
He conceited, as himfelf fays, that the birds kill’d in this 
manner eat uncommonly tender. 

In making thefe experiments, he found, that a man 
could, without great detriment, bear a much greater fhock 
tnan he imagined : for he inadvertently received the ftroke 
of two of thefe jars through his arms and body, when 
they were very near fully charged. It feemed to him an 
univerfal blow throughout the body from head to foot, 

and 



